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Leadership in Dance Education!

1900 Association Drive

Reston, VA  20191

nda@aahperd.org
1.800.213.7193 x464 (toll-free voice)
703.476.3436 (local voice)

703.476.9527 (fax)
www.aahperd.org/nda

NDA K-12 
NATIONAL DANCE EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR (DEOY) 
GUIDELINES

For the purpose of this award, a dance educator is defined as: 1) an individual who is employed full time at school, and 2) fifty per cent or more of the dance educator's time is devoted to teaching dance.  To be eligible for the district and national dance educator award, the candidate must be a member of NDA/AAHPERD.  No aerobic dance will be adjudicated.

I.
Award Criteria:

A.
The candidate must be a dance teacher with a minimum of three years teaching experience.

B.
The teacher must show evidence of effective teaching in the following ways:


1.
Teaching creatively and utilizing various methodologies.


2.
Presenting a balanced and sequential curriculum based on the developmental, 
social and psychological needs of the students.


3. 
Emphasizing the significance of dance as an integral cultural component that 
enables students to understand their own cultural heritage as well as that of  
others.


4.
Promoting an understanding of dance as a creative art through the discussion of 
aesthetics of students' own works and/or the works of others.

5.
Encouraging an appreciation of dance as a performing art through viewing live and/or filmed works by professional dance companies.

6.
Providing opportunities for students to share their creative work with appropriate audiences.



7.
Serving as a positive role model for students.

8.
Showing professional commitment through membership and active participation in local, state and/or national dance organizations.

II.
Responsibilities

A.
The NDA K-12 National DEOY must be an active member of NDA in order to be nominated for the title. The K-12 National DEOY must be an active member of the National Dance Association throughout the year that he or she is the awardee. 
B.
The NDA K-12 National DEOY must present a program at the AAHPERD National Convention the year after receiving the award. A proposal for the DEOY program must be submitted online (www.aahperd.org/convention) by the appropriate deadline.   NDA will commit a slot each year for this purpose. All expenses to attend the AAHPERD National Convention are the responsibility of the awardee. 
C.
The NDA K-12 National DEOY will serve as a mentor to students and colleagues, and work closely with the Vice President of Dance Education on relevant projects throughout his or her tenure. 

D.
The official sponsor of the NDA K-12 National DEOY program, Sportime will schedule at least one workshop during the year where the awardee is required to present. Expenses of the DEOY for this workshop will be covered by Sportime.
E.
The K-12 National DEOY is invited to attend a combined NASPE/NDA/AAPAR Retreat, generally scheduled in late June. This retreat is an excellent way for all educators of the year to share their expertise in quality teaching. All participating educators will contact their Congressional representatives prior to this event in preparation for advocacy visits to Capitol Hill during the retreat. The K-12 National DEOY is required to conduct one or more presentation(s) during the retreat, to be scheduled by NDA staff. NDA will finance airfare, lodging and per diem for the NDA K-12 National DEOY to attend the retreat. If the awardee chooses to arrive earlier or leave later than the designated dates, all additional expenses are the responsibility of the DEOY.
F.
The K-12 National DEOY is required to submit a one-paragraph vita, headshot photo and action photo of the awardee teaching for promotional purposes to the NDA office. These materials must be submitted no later than the week following the national convention via e-mail. The one-paragraph vita must be sent as a word document and the photos must be at least dpi-300. All contact information, including school address, phone (+cell) and e-mail must be submitted to be printed on business cards.
G.
The K-12 National DEOY is required to submit a one-page lesson plan with applicable National Dance Standards to be printed in the Back-to-School issue of Spotlight on Dance and posted on the NDA website.

III.
Rules for Nomination/Application

A.
Any dance instructor meeting the criteria of this award may make a personal application

or be nominated by a colleague or administrator.  Nominations must be typewritten and follow the format for application.

B.
The application and support materials (see section V.) must be submitted to the State HPERD Association.
C.
Deadlines for Applications are listed under section IV.

D.
Previous State and District Awardees are not eligible for future K-12 National Dance Educator of the Year awards for three years.

E.
To be eligible for the National Award, the six District Awardees must be members of NDA and must attend the AAHPERD National Convention at their own expense.

F.
The national application form can be obtained at this site and must be used for the National Application from the District level. State winners applying to the District level for District Dance Educator of the Year (DEOY) consideration may use the national form or a specific District form. 
G.
REQUIRED INTERVIEWS of District winners will be conducted at convention at pre-scheduled times.
IV.
Required Deadlines

A.
Applicants for the State award must meet the State deadline – contact your State AHPERD Executive Director for information on the deadline and the application form (www.aahperd.org/districts)
B.
The names of State DEOY winners are forwarded to AAHPERD, Office of the Vice President of Programs, by October 15 each year. 

C.
The State applications are collected by the AAHPERD Vice President of Programs office and sent to the appropriate Awards or Selection Committee Chair at the District level by November 1. 

D.
The names of the District winners are sent to the AAHPERD Vice President of Program office by December 15.

AAHPERD Vice President of Programs

1900 Association Drive

Reston, VA  20191

V.
Support materials must include the following:

A.
Vita


B.
Completed application


C.
Four letters of recommendation addressing the K-12 Dance Educator of the Year Award 


Criteria.


D.
VHS video with the following specifications:








1.
Show segments of one class that focus on teaching and interaction skills with the 

students.  Videos of student performances are not acceptable.

2.
Total tape time should be no longer than twenty (20) minutes.

3.
Video should be edited to include the beginning and closing segments of a typical class.

E.
Cover letter describing the video should include the following:

1.
Age group and grade level taught

2.
Skill level of students

3.
Where students are in the unit of learning (i.e. 3rd week of a 12 week unit, 8th 


week of a 26 week semester, etc.).

4.
Length of class period

5.
Number of times class meets per week

6. Number of weeks per unit/term

F.
Each district must submit a one-paragraph vita (word document) and headshot of the candidate to the NDA headquarters at least three weeks prior to interviews at the AAHPERD National Convention. This material must be submitted to NDA Headquarters via e-mail (nda@aahperd.org). The headshot must be at least dpi-300. An action photo of the candidate teaching dance is also recommended to be submitted to NDA headquarters.

Note:
Please address questions on the application limiting responses to the sheets provided.  Do not send notebooks, portfolios, or photo displays.

VI.
Certificates/Plaques/Awards
A.
Any recognition given at a State Convention is the responsibility of the State Association.

B.
Certificates for each State winner are provided by NDA.  They are sent to the District President to be awarded at the District Convention.

C.
NDA will provide a plaque for each District winner and one National winner at the time of the National Convention.
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K-12 NATIONAL DANCE EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR APPLICATION

CANDIDATE'S NAME: Date:                                       

Home Address:





Professional Address:

                                                                            



                                                 _  

Telephone:                                                           

Telephone:                                                            

Educational Background:

Employment: 

Location      




     Age/Grade Levels     
           Years of Service
Professional Memberships and Offices/Responsibilities:

National:

District:
State:
K-12 National DEOY Application











Name:                                                                                                           Date:                                      
Professional Activities: Workshops/Articles/Books/Speeches/Demonstrations/Convention Programs

Honors and Awards:

Curriculum (course content) taught annually:

Examples of program development and date(s) of implementation:

Community Service (dance related):

K-12 National DEOY Application










Name:                                                           



Date:                                     

SUPPORT INFORMATION

Please identify the following individuals and resources providing NAME/ADDRESS/PHONE

1.
Immediate Supervisor (job related):

2.
Principal/Assistant Principal (most familiar with your work):

3.
Superintendent:

4.
Local Newspaper:

5.
Local Television Station:

6.
Congressional District in which you reside:

